Public Hearing
Shipping containers
                                     Text Amendments to Jerusalem Township Zoning Resolution
     Minutes
Jerusalem Township Zoning Commission 
April 16th, 2025
Opening:   

Jim Boothby
called the meeting to order @7  pm
	Present
	Absent
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	x
	

	x
	

	x
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	x

	    x
	


Roll Call
James Boothby


Troy Soncrant ALT
Jennifer Shepherd

Tim Titgemeyer


Terry Bourdo

Dan Fehn, Alt

Scott Henegar
Explanation of meeting: Jim Boothby
 The purpose will be to review a proposed citizen-initiated text amendment to the Jerusalem Township Zoning Resolution concerning shipping containers.  The proposed Amendment is to remove such provision as to permit shipping containers /storage containers to be allowed on properties on a permanent or semi-permanent basis for as long as the property owner may need.                                                       The application may be reviewed on the township website. The Lucas County planning recommended approval on March 26th 2025 after a public hearing (please see attached report).  
 Reading of Proposed text amendment application Initiated by Resident Heather Propokow of 431 S North Curtice: Jim Boothby
Public notice from April 5th Metro press Read by Jim Boothby
The Jerusalem Township Zoning Board of Commissioners will conduct a 2nd public hearing on ____April 16th 7pm_____2025__________at the Jerusalem Township Hall (9501 Jerusalem Road). The purpose will be to review an application for a text amendment to the Jerusalem Township Zoning Resolution. JTZR, Section 1608-part G. “Shipping Containers/Storage Containers shall not be allowed for a period of time longer than thirty days in all districts. (Rev-12.20.17, Z28-C143)”

The Amendment Application may be reviewed in the Township Office Lobby or by contacting the Zoning Inspector at 419.836.4510.

Rob Gearhart, Jerusalem Township Zoning Inspector

Public comments: Trustee Beau Miller spoke regarding a flood Damage Prevention report that was given to him by Lucas County Flood plain engineer Mike Piniewski. The report lays out possible impacts on the township by allowing shipping containers. According to trustee Miller this changes everything.
Heather Propokaw: If Trustees allow shipping containers it would not be much different getting a permit from the flood plain engineer than a normal accessory building. She stated she is the resident who initiated the text amendment and believes they are a good use for storage.
Elvis Shepherd: The comprehensive plan was responded to by 500 residents and approved by the trustees as well as the Lucas County Plan commission. The plan is important because Shipping containers were not listed as being important to the residents. The plan specifically states the residents are opposed to industrial districts(M1) and anything industrial  which shipping containers fall into that category. The residents overwhelmingly value agriculture and tourism. We need to find a compromise. They should not be allowed in all districts. Platted subdivisions are the wrong place to put these containers.
Mark Sattler: I urge the trustees to deny shipping containers because of conflicts with various provisions of the comprehensive plan ( he lists the provisions). Also, the safety and image of the township is at stake with allowing them.
Dennis Rodsinski: These shipping containers are made better than most sheds and could hide blight for people with storage concerns. They could be repurposed and used if regulated properly.

Phil Jakibowski: He is against them because they are in itself, blight and an eyesore. Contrary to earlier comments, they are not as cheap or as safe as a well built metal shed, plus sheds also look nicer. They sweat, can grow mold and are not designed for anything other than shipping goods across the ocean.
Linda Jakubowski:The zoning board is to protect property and safety within the township as well as property values. Shipping containers not only conflict with the comprehensive plan but are bad for the environment because they are known to contain various hazardous materials (lists the materials). After they are used by the shipping companies, they are dumped by the companies to dispose of. The zoning board and the trustees need to consider all this when making the vote.
Gus Moler: They look like trash we don’t know what is in them when they were used. They are unsafe and are like discarded refrigerators where kids can get trapped in them.

Sandy Nissen: Has Zoning Board written the resolution yet? Jim Botthby said “No”.If we allow will the county allow or disallow going around our zoning code? Rob Gearhart said the county requires a zoning permit from us first before they allow a permit. They will not issue any permits without our permit being the first one.

Wanda Volpitta: I work for Vistula management and wanted to know if you investigated what toxins go into the containers when they are made? And do we have a historic district? Rob Gearhart responded that at this time we do not have historic zoning districts.

Dillion Clements: I am disappointed that we are here talking about shipping containers. This community has too much blight as it is and has developed a negative image. Shipping containers are not going to improve our image but make it worse. I am only for it being allowed for commercial use.

Nancy Downs: As a former zoning board member we prohibited them in 2017 because they are only good for shipping. The regulations would be hard to enforce, and we need to ask why we prohibited them in the first place.
Bill Tank: Nobody knows the structural integrity of a shipping box, we should allow them and worry about it later. (crowd jeers).

   Motion made by  _______    to send recommendations concerning shipping container text amendments to trustees, 2nd by________ 

Decided to discuss and vote at the May 7th 2025 commission meeting

	yes


	No

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	  
	


Roll call: 
James Boothby


Terry Bourdo

Troy Soncrant alt
Jennifer Shepherd

Tim Titgemeyer


Dan Fehn, Alt
             Scott Henegar 
Motion 
Motion to adjorn by __Terry Bourdo___2nd By___Jennifer Shepherd__
Roll Call:
Jim Boothby=y
Terry Bourdo=y
Troy Soncrant=y
Jennifer Shepherd=y
Tim Titgemeyer=y
Dan Fehn=

Scott Henegar=y
Motion   carried
Attested by___Rob Gearhart______
